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might well, on this analogy, prove useful mercenaries; while
if their idealism were genuine, they should surely be eager to
assist the Empire which for so many centuries had held the
gates of Europe against Asiatic heathenism. Alexius was
soon undeceived. These undisciplined armies marching-
through his territories cared little for the security of Byzan-
tium. Idealism led them to the conquest of Jerusalem; other
motives urged them to carve out principalities for them-
selves. But Byzantine military science had not failed to study
the psychology and tactics of the Westerners, and Alcxius's
astute diplomacy, utilizing the Western concept of the oath
of fealty, established Byzantine rights over much of the
reconquered territory.
The First Crusade, after initial setbacks, proved a brilliant
success. The Seljuk rulers, mutually suspicious, failed to
combine, and Bagdad gave no effective aid. Nicaea fell in
1097, and the Crusaders marched through Asia Minor.
Antioch was taken in 1098, and in the following year the
object of the expedition was attained with the capture of
Jerusalem. Alexius had recovered most of western Anatolia,
and Crusading States came into existence shortly afterwards
at Jerusalem, Antioch, Tripoli, and Edessa. A new situation
had arisen in the Near East. The Western conquerors
entered into a complex system of balanced alliances which
was necessary to maintain their existence, and Turco-Arab
emirs soon became useful allies against the claims of Sultans,
Caliphs, or Byzantine Emperors. Alexius had long been at
home in this world, and his aims were consistently pursued.
Asia Minor was essential to the Empire, and Antioch ,which
had been in imperial hands only ten years earlier, was recog-
nized by most of the Crusaders as a Byzantine fief. Only the
Normans, implacable enemies of Byzantium, proved recalci-
trant, and Bohemond, son of Robert Guiscard, after his
intrigues in Antioch and his attack on Durazzo, was finally
crushed by Alexius,
John II Comnenus (in 8-43) continued the foreign policy
of his father; Cilicia and the Taurus, where Armenian
refugees had begun to found independent States, were sub-
dued, and Byzantine suzerainty over Antioch was success-
fully demonstrated. His efforts were wisely concentrated on